Scientist

Dr. Srinivasa Ramanujan

(30 November 1858 - 23 November 1937)

Some scientists use laboratories filled with
equipment.  Others use telescopes or
microscopes. But Srinivasa Ramanujan used
something much simpler — a notebook, a
pencil, and a mind that saw mathematics

everywhere.

Born in 1887 in Erode, Tamil Nadu, Ramanujan
showed an unusual love for numbers from a
very young age. While most students learned
formulas  from textbooks, he preferred
discovering them himself. By his teenage years,
he had «already begun creating new
mathematical ideas that puzzled even

experienced scholars.

Ramanujan had very little formal training in
mathematics. Yet he filled notebooks with
thousands of formulas, patterns, and theorems.
Many of them were so original that
mathematicians around the world struggled to

understand how he had discovered them.

In 1913, Ramanujan wrote a famous letter to G.
H. Hardy, a mathematician at the University
of Cambridge. Hardy immediately recognized
Ramanujan’s extraordinary talent and invited
him to England. Their collaboration became
one of the most remarkable partnerships in the

history of mathematics.
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Ramanujan made groundbreaking contributions
to number theory, infinite series, and
mathematical analysis. Today, his ideas
influence fields such as computer science,
cryptography, and even physics. One famous
story about him involves the number 1729,
which he recognized as the smallest number
expressible as the sum of two cubes in two
different ways - a number now known as the
Hardy-Ramanujan number.

What makes Ramanujan especially inspiring is
that he trusted his curiosity. Many of his
discoveries came from deep intuition and a
love for patterns in numbers.

Try This Like Ramanujan

Look at the numbers from 1to 20. Can you find
interesting patterns?

* Are there numbers that can be written in
more than one mathematical way?

e Can you create your own number puzzle
for your classmates?

Ramanujan reminds us that great discoveries
often begin with a simple question:

“What pattern can | find here?”
For every young scientist, curiosity can be the
starting point of something extraordinary.
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